SECTION VI
JEU STUAKT

Ca 8 March 1968 the 1st Drigade of the 10lat was placed under
operational control of the lst air Cavalry Divistion ard begen Opera-
tion JEB STUART in THU. THIEN Province. The 1st Drigede's mission
was to gonduct search and destroy operations in their assigned area
of operations, to locate and destroy enemy forces eand inatallations
and to locate and interdict ensmy routes of infiltration with mjor
emphasis on highway 547, to establish and secure fire e base
BAS%'OGNE, end to assume seourity of fire support base BOYD (10725
1353,

Weather did not effect the conduct of operation JEE STUART,

A% the stert of Operation JEB STHiKT, the two detached battalions
an? batteries "A" and "C" returned to brigade control, Each battalion
was assaulted into positions along bighway 547, In order to gain a
foothold along highway 547 and deny its use to the enemy the infan~
try oriented on the terrain and moved rapidly west. The 506th
Infantry and Battery "D" remained under operational control of II
FFORCE V in the }HAN THIET area,

The battalion hesdquarters contimmed to operate out of GIA IE
base camp which had beeome a of the CAMP EAGLE oomplex, The
8" howitsers of the 18%h° mmﬁmwmmm
for the brigofle... . - .,

Luring the operation, the fire bases came wxler 7 mortar attacks.
Six of these were on fire support base BIN MINGHAM, Countermortar
fire 18 believed to have destroyed the mbrtars on two oscasions,

On 16 March at 1157 hours a Marine aireraft dropped three 500
pound bosbs on Battery A's position. This unfortunate accident
resulted in six killed and 15 wounded, Five of the men killed were
mezbers of the countermortar radar section who vere preparing a
position for a new radar. One man from "A" aied of wounds a few days
later. One bomb mcored a direot hit on the fire direction center
destroying all the equi t. Quick action on the part of the battalion
and the leadership of MEANS, the battery commander, resulted in
Testoration of operations by 2005 hours the same day,



